Spring, 2013

TORRANCE HISTORIAN

Jill Maroney,
Editor

Newsletter of the Torrance Historical Society & Museum

Bridge Rehabilitation
This year, our Bridge is celebrating its 100th birthday, and after
a century -- it was time for a facelift! The City of Torrance has
completed the rehabilitation, repair and beautification of the
Historic Pacific Electric Railway - El Prado Bridge, listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. The project consisted of concrete repairs of cracks and spalls on the bridge deck,
girders, columns, wingwall, soffit, wooden railing replacement, surface cleaning and vegetation grubbing, and lighting.
These improvements meet the Secretary of Interior Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties as well as current
California and Federal building and Public Works Codes and standards. Construction began in February, and was completed a month earlier than anticipated.
If you would like additional information, visit: http://www.torranceca.gov/24767.htm, or contact: Lea Reis, Assoc.
Engineer, City of Torrance Public Works Dept. P: 310.618-3055 voice E: Lreis@TorranceCA.Gov
Historical Note: This graceful bridge, designed in 1913 by the renowned Dominguez Land Corp.’s in-house architect, Irving Gill,
allowed the trains to carry the raw materials and finished goods of Torrance’s factories so that they would not block Los Angelesbound motor traffic on Torrance Boulevard. The bridge also carried the noise and vibration of the rail cars away from the city’s downtown Torrance depot and made it possible for goods manufactured here to be shipped via Los Angeles and San Pedro.
The bridge is located on Torrance Blvd., west of Western Ave. In 1989, it became the second property in Torrance to be placed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

~~~~~~ Please join us for the Bridge Rededication on Thursday, May 23, at 4:30 pm. ~~~~~~

President’s Column: Kurt Weideman

The past three years that I have had the privilege of serving you as the President of
the Torrance Historical Society have passed in the blink of an eye.
I am honored to have been the 22nd Torrance Historical Society President in our 39
year history. This legacy of leadership is a tribute to our organization’s success and
stability – and to the belief in the importance of our purpose held in common with our
members.
I am truly humbled to have led the incredibly talented and committed volunteers who work for the
Society and Museum dedicated to the preservation and enhancement of our city’s history, and am
pleased with how we are meeting this responsibility to our membership and community.
Three years of many rewarding moments, as well as some challenges. Torrance Historical Society
made progress and had success on many fronts:

To complement our permanent repertoire of Museum events; Sunday afternoon Museum presentations, docent led walking tours of Old Torrance and big affairs like Rock around the Block, and
our biennial Home Tour, Torrance Historical Society has inaugurated several successful new
events; August Nights, Summer Stroll, High Tea, and the reading of the Names on the Torrance
Veterans’ Memorial Wall on Memorial Day

The Torrance Historical Society & Museum played a proud role in support of the Torrance
Centennial in 2012

Our Society continues to devote much volunteer time and effort into preserving the past via our
Archive Room

Our finances are on firm footing, thanks to the direction of our Treasurer, Financial Secretary and
the Torrance Historical Society Board

Two large projects are on the final lap to the finish line; we are approximately 75% complete with
our Historic Resources Survey and 50% complete in our goal to put a face and story behind those
brave soldiers whose names are immortalized on the Torrance Veterans’ Memorial Wall
I could not close without thanking all of you for your kind words of support – your kindness means far
more than words can express.
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Torrance Library - The Early Years
Why in a House?
In celebration of the Torrance Public Library's
Centennial and Women's History Month, the Torrance
Historical Society and the Library teamed together in
March to present Torrance Library Early Years : Why
In a House? This program is one of many in a series of
events highlighting the 100 years of service the Library
will provide to the community, this year.
To an all-ears crowd of 60+, Jamie Ruth Watson,
Librarian and Historian, discussed the early beginnings of
public libraries. She also shared Jared Sidney Torrance's
vision for his new community, as well as the history of his
cousin, Mrs. Isabel Torrance Henderson, who opened the
first Torrance library in her living room in 1913. The
presentation was illustrated with photos and other original
materials from the Torrance Historical Society Museum's
archives.
The program took place in the Torrance Historical
Society & Museum, which was rather befitting for the
event, as the Museum was built in 1936 with WPA funds
and was a Torrance library until 1978.

Centennial Library Card

Last year marked the City's Centennial - this year it's
the Library's. In honor of the Torrance Public
Library’s Centennial Celebration, the Library has
launched a new Centennial Library Card. The card
features a new logo and a handy keychain card. If you've
never had a Library card before, the card is free. If you
want to replace your current card with the new one, the
cost is just $5.00. The Centennial Library Cards are
available now at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library
at 3301 Torrance Blvd.
In addition, the Library will be hosting a series of
events to highlight the 100 years of service the Library
has provided to the community. Keep an eye out for
programs celebrating the Library all year long!

City Clerk Goes Digital

The City of Torrance was incorporated in May, 1921,
and one of the first tasks any city tackles is to begin
taking minutes to tell it’s history.
The City Clerk has embarked on a digitization project
starting from that first one page set of minutes. We are
now up to the late 1950s.
We invite you to come to the City Clerk website to
learn how the city grew - www.TorranceCA.gov/114.htm,
Torrance History, Historical Minutes.
A challenge for you: compare the minutes with the
newspapers that are digitized on the Torrance Library’s
website!

Tea At Two
In February, the Torrance Historical Society hosted
Tea at Two - a Valentine's Day Tea and Program at the
Museum. Hats and gloves were optional, and most of the
ladies chose to wear lovely chapeaux. This afternoon of
tea, delicious delicacies and history included . . .
Highlights of the History of Tea by Councilwoman
Emeriti & Historian, Miss Maureen O'Donnell
A beautiful teapot from the private collection of Jamie
Ruth Watson on each table
Vintage table linen from the private collection of
Janet Stancliff
A display of historic hankies and Valentines
There were over 70 guests in attendance, and it looks
like this event will be back next year by popular demand.
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Remembering War Dead
On Memorial Day, Monday, May 27th,
2013, at 2:00 PM, the Torrance Historical
Society will conduct a memorial service for
Torrance service personnel who gave their
lives in U. S. military actions. The program
will take place on the Memorial Plaza at the
corner of Torrance Blvd. and Maple Ave., and will
include the reading of the 146 Names on the Wall.
Those Names include war losses from World War I
to those in the Iraq and Afghanistan War.
With the help of a handful of volunteers, the
Torrance Historical Society is continuing to gather
and preserve the too-short life story of each of the
Torrance military war causalities. To date, the
organization is halfway to their goal of putting a face
on each name.
“On Monday, we will be grateful for the gift of those
who never came home. We will remember --every day
is Memorial Day. We will pray that we may never add
another name to that cold, black wall," noted Jerry
Ronan, Torrance Historical Society Board Member
and WWll Veteran.
Immediately following the memorial service, please
join us at the Museum for a screening of Dennis
Kwong’s Names on the Wall documentary video,
which catalogues the research behind the Names on
the Wall project.
The Memorial Service and video screening are
free, and open to the public.

The Fun of Fountain
Pen Collecting
On Sunday, April 28, an
enthusiastic crowd gathered to
hear pen fancier and collector
Charles Payne share his forty
years of experience in collecting
fountain pens. Guests viewed a
slide show of the simple steps to collecting pens, the
mechanics of a fountain pen and how these pens
work. Charles showed examples of pens from major
fountain pen companies, and guests were invited to
write a postcard with a real vintage fountain pen.
Payne also had a display of over 100 pens from his
collection and answered many questions.
Refreshments were served as guests lingered,
asking many more questions about collecting, and
how they could get started with a collection of their
own.

Works In Progress
The Torrance Historical Society is once again
partnering with John Powers for his Works In Progress
Programs. The 2013 series, "Coming of Age - A Celebration of Korean Americans" presents stage readings
of scripts by Korean American playwrights in celebration
of the 110th anniversary of Korean immigration to the
United States.
Korean Americans live throughout the USA, representing one of our largest Asian American groups. Torrance
has the 7th highest Korean American population in the
nation. Through these original stories, Works in Progress
recognizes the invaluable contributions of Korean
Americans to our nation's rich cultural diversity, economic
strength, and proud heritage.
Rise Up! and Prodigal Daughter played to a full house
on Wednesday, April 24.
Upcoming:
The Golden Hour - Wednesday, May 29
Hannah and the Dread Gazebo - Wednesday, June 26
All performances are FREE of charge,
at The Nakano Theatre - 3330 Civic Center Drive.
RSVP: info@TorranceLive.Us
These events are sponsored in part by Torrance City
Council, Torrance Historical Society, Arts Council of
Torrance and the Torrance Woman's Club.

Onward and Upward!
Tom Rische - April 7, 1932 - January 26, 2013
In failing health, Tom
wondered if he'd live to see
his 83rd birthday. He did not.
Tom Rische was a long-time
Advisor, docent and friend to
the Torrance Historical Society.
He was a school teacher by
trade, and in retirement, Tom wrote "The History of
Torrance Schools, 1890-2000." He also put
together 100 "Factoids", as he liked to call them, for
the City's Centennial, last year.
Tom had many sayings: . . .
● "The great Metropolitan Blob . . ." (referring to the
City)
● "If it doesn't fit, don't submit!" (in reference to
issuing building permits -- this was during a time
when the city was experiencing a LOT of condo
growth, etc.)
● and . . . most notably, "Onward, and upward!"
Tom has moved, "onward, and upward," but his
spirit and love of history will always remain with us!
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Return Services Requested

Annual Meeting
Invitations are in the mail….

Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendar!
Walking Tour of Old Torrance
4th Sunday, May - October - 1:30 PM
Starts at the Museum - Free

2nd Annual Summer Stroll

Bridge Rededication

Docent-led Walking Tour of historic buildings
& a taste of what’s inside
Thursday, August 8 - 6:00 PM
Begins at Museum – $30

Thursday, May 23 - 4:30 PM
See story on page 1 for details

Celebrating 100 Years - The Library

Names on the Wall Remembrance
Memorial Day - Monday, May 27 - 2:00 PM
See story on page 3 for more details

Celebrating 100 Years - The Bridge
Annual Meeting & Installation of Officers
Sunday, June 2 - 11:45 AM
The Depot - $25 with reservation

Rock Around the Block 50’s Celebration
Thursday, July 18 - 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Museum - Free

Late Night Thursdays
Thursday, July 18 - Thursday, August 29
Museum open until 8:00 PM – Free

Private Tour of the first Library in
Isabel Henderson’s Old Torrance Home
Date TBA - 1:00 to 4:00 - $10 with reservation

Thanks for Giving Volunteer Reception
Thursday, November 7 - 6:30PM - Museum

Night Before Christmas
Sunday, December 15
Museum - Free

Wanted: Sunday Docents

Are you interested in history and fun? Join a special
group who are docents on Sunday from 1 to 4 PM at
the Museum. Call the Museum 310-328-5392 if you
are interested in volunteering 4 Sundays each year.

