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Torrance High School
to Celebrate Centennial in 2017

FALL 2016

Few people possessed a high school diploma in 1916 when the Los
Angeles School District honored Torrance Chamber of Commerce’s
request for a school building. The Olmsted plan called for a civic
center at the top of the El Prado mall-like park. City incorporation
did not come until 1921, so, in something of a default, a rather grand
seven-classroom school building won the coveted spot.
It opened in war time 1917 with 19 high school students. Grades one
to eight shared the space until their building was built in 1923. North
and south wings were added to the building, the later destroyed in
the quake of 1933. Campus enrollment skyrocketed. New buildings
met population and curriculum needs. Graduates, staff and students
distinguished themselves in World War II. Solid school performance in
a thriving community begged independence from Los Angeles
School District oversight. The “divorce,” as veterans of the separation
termed it, came in 1947. Torrance Unified School District was born.
Population soared, new schools opened in rapid succession,
“seedlings” from THS faculty joined new North High School in 1955,
South was born on the Tartar’s doorstep in 1957; West opened with
transfusions of District faculty. THS, the “Mother School,” beautifully
updated the past two years, is excitedly planning a year-long
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Dancing for Dollars
DOLLARS
On Saturday, DANCING
February 27th,FOR
THS Board
Member, Leslie Cortez,
from the City of Torrance competed in the 5th annual
Dancing with the South Bay Stars event at the Armstrong Theatre,
where local South Bay “stars,” paired with professional dancers
compete to raise funds for their favorite
nonprofits. Leslie, along with her partner,
national salsa champion and professional
dance instructor, Abel Pena, spent several months practicing and
preparing for the big event. They were up against some fierce competition
but their salsa/bachata number won them the title, “Audience Favorite,”
and the Torrance Historical Society was awarded a $500 donation.

Leslie Cortez & dance partner, Abel Pena

“That's one thing you learn in sports. You don't give up; you fight to the finish.” — Louis Zamperini

THANK YOU TO THE KIDS!
We enjoy our visits from the Boy Scout and Girl
Scout Troops
and
the many students from our
WRITE
UP>>>
local elementary schools. Throughout the year,
they visit the Museum and spend time learning
all about the history of Torrance.
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Top of Torrance Tour

In August, the Torrance Historical Society took the delegation of
Kashiwa exchange students on a Top of Torrance Tour -- starting at
the Museum, and continuing on to the top of the Bridge, Rocket
Ship Park, and Mira Mar Park -- each providing a special view of
Torrance from the top!

Destination: Art organized and showcased art in the first ART WALK in Old Tor-

rance. Visitors were able to see a variety
of art displayed at over a dozen locations,
including their gallery and our Museum.

July 21st marked our 12th Annual Rock Around the Block - a
1950s-style family event in celebration of Torrance's AllAmerica City Award -- one of America's original and most
prestigious community recognition awards. The event,
sponsored by Toyota Motor Sales, USA, Inc., was open to the
public and held in front of the Torrance Historical
Society Museum. Guests got to view vintage cars on
display along Post Avenue, bop to 50s music by DJ Ozzie,
participate in hula hoop and bubbles gum blowing contests,
as well as munch on burgers from the IN-N-OUT burger truck!

The Torrance Historical Society accepted the
award for the Non-Profit of the Year in June at
the DoubleTree by Hilton in Torrance.
Left to Right: Jamie Ruth Watson, Jerry Ronan,
Janet Payne, Laurie Latham-Brandt and Debbie
Hays.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
DOWTOWN TORRANCE WALKING
TOUR (LAST ONE THIS SEASON!)
Sunday, Oct 23rd, 1:30 PM
This free, docent led tour leaves
promptly at 1:30 p.m. from the steps
of the Museum (1345 Post Avenue)
and lasts approximately 90 minutes.
Wear comfortable walking shoes.
The tour covers about eight blocks
and will point out many historic sites
and landmarks of Old Torrance.
No reservations required, donations
accepted

TORRANCE ROSE FLOAT HISTORY
Sunday, Nov 6th, 2:00 PM
at the Museum (free)

VISIT WITH A VETERAN
Sunday, Nov 13th, 2:00 PM
at the Museum (free)

MEET THE AUTHOR – RON KOVIC

Come and meet author Ron Kovic at the Katy Geissert
Civic Center Library on Saturday, Nov 19th at 2:00 PM

Peace-activist, author of Born on the
Fourth of July and Hurricane Street
Saturday, Nov 19th - 2:00 PM
Katy Geissert Civic Center Library (free)

TORRANCE HOLIDAY TRADITIONS
Sunday, Dec 4th, 2016, 2:00 PM
at the Museum (free)
(see page 5 for details)

Ron Kovic is a Vietnam Veteran and best-selling author of Born on
the Fourth of July. The film version, based on his book, was directed
by Oliver Stone, with Tom Cruise starring as Kovic. The film received
numerous Golden Globe Awards including Best Screenplay for Kovic
and Stone.
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Louis Zamperini
Hometown Hero to have Portion of
405 Freeway Named After Him

A VISIT FROM LEADERSHIP TORRANCE CLASS OF 2016

Thanks to a bipartisan effort lead by South
Bay Republican Assemblyman David
Hadley, a two-mile stretch of the 405

developing effective leaders from across the South Bay.
Sponsored by the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce,
it provides opportunities for emerging leaders to take an

Freeway between Redondo Beach Blvd.
and Western Ave., will be named the
Louis Zamperini Memorial Highway— after
our Hometown Hero. The resolution
passed the State Legislature (both
chambers) in August.
“Louis Zamperini was both a role model
and an inspiration. He was a great
American and a great Californian from
Torrance who led an incredible life
worthy of memorializing.
By renaming a portion of Interstate 405 in
his honor, thousands of Californians will
now be reminded of the amazing life of
Louis Zamperini as they travel through
Torrance.”

Leadership Torrance is a program focused on

active role towards building a stronger community.
The Leadership Torrance program has been active since
the 1980’s and “History Day” has always been a staple of
the program. The class spent the entire day with their
hosts Jamie Ruth Watson, Janet Payne, and Debbie Hays,
to include a walking tour throughout Old Torrance and
visits all over the South Bay.

- Assemblyman David Hadley

2016-17 Board Members

Torrance Holiday Traditions
Sleepy Hollow was not the only holiday tradition in

President - Jill Maroney
1st Vice President (Programs) - Janet Payne
2nd Vice President (Membership) - Michelle Polcari
3rd Vice-President (Fundraising) - Debbie Hays
4th Vice-President (Newsletter) - Leslie Cortez
Secretary - Ann Strong
Treasurer - Gene Higginbotham
Financial Secretary - Kurt Weideman
Historian - Joann Miyamoto

Torrance. From the start, the city saw holiday
celebrations as a way to bring people together.
Explore some of the old traditions that were popular
from the roaring 20s, through the Great Depression
to the boom of the post war years. We will learn
about Santa’s Village on El Prado, the decorating of
Old Torrance shops for the season and the
community Christmas tree. Reference Librarian and
local historian, Michael George, combs the old
records to see how folks celebrated the season
“back in the day.”

Special Events - Jamie Watson
Member at Large - Jerry Ronan
Museum Volunteer Chair - Judi Gerber
Parliamentarian - Sue Herbers
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Not a week goes by when the Museum isn’t contacted by
someone requesting information on a person, place or
thing in Torrance. One of our hottest requests is for details
on our Hometown Hero, Louis Zamperini.
Last November, Matt Shafer, an 8th grader from Wisconsin,
reached out to the Torrance Historical Society for help with
his History Day project. The theme was Explore, Encounter,
and Exchange. He emailed us, asking "what resources or
pictures or items may be available to work on my history
day project on Louis Zamperini?" He explained, "We do not
have to use all three themes but I am focusing in on the
Encounters Louie had during his WWII service as a
Bombardier on the B24 -spending 47 days at sea with the
sharks and being shot at by the Japanese and as a POW at
various camps, especially when he encountered 'The
Bird.' Also, the Exchange of beliefs and words he had with
Billy Graham that gave him the power of forgiveness." His
inspiration for this project came from having just read the
Young Readers Edition of Unbroken. He was "truly amazed"
by Zamperini's story. Needless to say, Matt received an "A"
on his project!

Torrance Historical Society & Museum
1345 Post Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501
www. TorranceHistoricalSociety.org
310-328-5392
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