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A Gift Worth Saluting
by Liz Fobes, Advisor

Jesse V. Fuentes is the last electrician on staff in the City of Torrance
General Services Department. So when the Torrance Historical Society
needed lighting installed on the museum roof, the job fell to him. When
Fuentes learned that the lights would be illuminating the Museum’s flagpole
so that a flag could be flown 24 hours a day, the thought resonated with him.
Fuentes believes in making a difference in the lives of others, and he wanted
to contribute something of value to the community that employs him. Now,
he saw a way to do both.
Fuentes, a Vietnam veteran, donated two of his family’s flags to the Society. The larger 4' x 6' cotton flag once covered the coffin of his maternal
uncle, who was a U.S. Army paratrooper. "It was too big to fly in front of
my house," Fuentes said. "I'd rather see it
Jesse Fuentes and Janet Payne,
fly for a few months (until it fades) in a
3rd Vice President, raise one of the
community that I love than have it gather
flags that Fuentes donated.
dust in a closet."
As Fuentes explained, he supports the Museum because he likes the way that
history touches people in the future, well beyond our limited lifetimes. Jesse
Fuentes’ heartfelt gift will touch all who admire the flag as it flies proudly
through the night.

Upcoming Events
Docent-led Walking Tours of
Old Torrance
Sunday, Sept. 26 and Sunday,
Oct. 24, 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Meet in front of the Museum.
Free!
2010 Original Fall Historic
Home Tour
Saturday & Sunday, Oct. 9 & 10,
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Begin at
the Museum. $18.00.
New Hours! Wednesday, Thursday, and Sunday 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.; 2nd Saturday of each
month 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Saving the Past for the Future
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN: KURT WEIDEMAN
I am honored and privileged to serve this year as the President of the
Torrance Historical Society & Museum.
I am particularly excited by the role the Torrance Historical Society
and Museum will play in the community as we approach the City of
Torrance Centennial in 2012. To that end, the Society has devoted
much time, money and effort over the past year to preserving Torrance’s 100-year history and making it more accessible to historians and
other researchers. Our new Archive Room will be “state of the art” and
will enhance researchers’ abilities to explore our City’s fascinating past.
With the help of the Board, supporters, and other dedicated volunteers, 2010/11 promises to be a great year. We have already gotten off
to a successful start with our 6th Annual “Rock around the Block” party
celebrating Torrance’s achievement of “All America City” status in
(Continued on page 3)
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Treasures in the Dust

It’s been over a year since the inception of the Museum’s Files Assessment, Integration, and Reorganization project (FAIR), and amazing things have been accomplished behind the closed doors and darkened windows of the Museum. Under the direction of Liz Fobes

and Janet Payne, dedicated volunteers have spent hundreds of hours sifting through old documents, digging in
dusty boxes, and sorting photos, artifacts and ephemera.
The inventorying, cataloguing and organizing of thousands of historical items is an enormous task, but the
results will be well worth the effort. Evaluating our collections for historical significance and taking steps to
stabilize and preserve the materials are also part of the
project. As a result of the volunteers’ efforts, public
access will be greatly enhanced, and more of our City’s
history will be available to future generations.
Many of the Museum's materials have now been
installed in the new Archive Room, and work continues
on transferring items to acid-free protective covers and
folders. (Now, more than ever, volunteers are needed to
help with this essential task. See details below.)
The Museum is currently open to the public on
Wednesday, Thursday, and Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. After January 1, 2011, Tuesday open hours
will be added to the schedule. Research can be scheduled by appointment for Wednesday and Thursday only.

Calling all Volunteers!

Stop by the Museum and admire the beautiful new
reception desk crafted and donated by Danny
Hylands (left).

The FAIR archive project needs your help on what
may be the most rewarding sit-down project in our
Organization’s history. You'll find project staff at
the Museum ready to welcome drop-in volunteers
every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday
afternoon from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Give us a
heads-up if you can make it one of those times! Call
Janet Payne or Liz Fobes at (310) 328-5392, or email
us at: museum@torrancehistoricalsociety.org.
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Just Like the Getty
Longstanding history buffs Mike Maiuri and Maxine Trevethen heard that the Torrance Historical Society & Museum
couldn't afford the Easi File cabinet of its archival dreams — a high tech unit that protects oversize hanging maps
and documents from dust, light and other environmental hazards (the same kind used by the wellheeled J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles). Last
July, Maiuri and Trevethen decided to make
the museum's wish come true.
Because of them, we now have a state-of-theart unit that better protects hundreds of fragile historical artifacts and takes up 70 percent less floor
space in the new Archive Room than the huge flat
map file cabinet it replaces. Words cannot express
our gratitude for their generous donations.
Trevethen’s and Maiuri’s gifts will keep on giving
for generations to come.
TORRANCE HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD
WWW.TORRANCEHISTORICALSOCIETY.ORG
President — Kurt Weideman
1st VP — Debbie Hays
2nd VP — Judi Gerber
3rd VP — Janet Payne
4th VP — Trish Stewart
Secretary — Marissa Christiansen
Treasurer — Gene Higginbotham
Financial Secretary — Keri Gilbert
Historian — Jerry Ronan
Special Events — Ann Smisek
Museum Volunteer Chair — Joann Miyamoto
Parliamentarian — Sue Herbers
Member at Large — Michael George
Advisory Board
Liz Fobes
Dee Hardison
Gene Hassan
Carl Kaemerle
Richard Meyer
Janice Plank
Jamie Ruth Watson
Museum Contacts
Janet Payne, Museum Coordinator
Lucille McComas, Museum Photo Archivist

President Kurt Weideman thanks Mike Maiuri (left) and Maxine
Trevethen for their generous donations.

President’s Column
(Continued from page 1)

1956. In this issue, you can learn about many of our upcoming
events and programs, including walking tours, lectures and, of
course, our not-to-be missed biennial Tour of Historic Torrance
Homes.
Our organization is truly blessed to have so many committed
volunteers and supporters who are dedicated to the preservation
and enhancement of our city’s history. And, we are always ready
to welcome new volunteers! Requirements are simple: You only
need dedication and a desire to preserve the past for our future
generations. Participation earns no monetary reward, but volunteers reap the self-satisfaction of communal service and experience the pride that comes from achieving lasting and important
goals. To become involved, please contact our Museum Volunteer Coordinator, Joann Miyamoto, at (310) 538-3359, or contact me at (310) 538-1929.
Museum hours are Wednesday, Thursday and Sundays from
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. I hope you’ll stop by and say hello.

New Torrance Historical Society & Museum Board Installed at Annual Meeting
The meeting, which was held on June 6 at the Torrance Memorial Medical Center, was followed by a tour of the
fascinating hall of historical photographs. Kurt Weideman will serve as president for 2010/2011.
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Old Torrance Rocks the Block
By Debbie Hays

Good golly, Miss Molly! Our 6th annual Rock
Around the Block Party was a HUGE success! The 50s
style family event was held on July 15th, with the help
of over 40 enthusiastic volunteers who cleaned, set up,
organized, coordinated, and kept everything running
smoothly. The Museum was buzzing with activity as
people gathered to celebrate when the City of Torrance received the All-America City Award back in
1956.

even though we had twice as
many supplies as we had last
year. (Thanks, COSTCO!)
 The Bartlett Center was
packed with neighbors enjoying their meals and listening
to the ukuleles of the South
Bay Strummers.
 Our own CitiCABLE 3
had two reporters there to
capture it all on film — and
Shivaune Field donated
blood in Providence Little
Company of Mary’s Bloodmobile while she was
there.
 Kenny & Adriane from CitiCABLE 3 rocked the
crowd with a great selection of 50s music, and . . .
they had everything
timed just right
with the games!

President Kurt Weideman gets the party started.

Highlights of the event included:
 Gleaming, vintage vehicles lined Post Avenue on
both sides, courtesy of the Cruisin’ 50s Car Club.

 A sweet thanks
goes to Torrance Bakery
for all the
yummy cakes

 The Torrelles entertained us with a cappella versions of our favorite tunes from the 50s.
 600 In-N-Out burgers were sold.
 The shakes were so popular that we ran out early,

and pies they baked for the Cake Walk and Pie Eating contests and for the tasty prizes they donated.
 Hosting an event like this is REALLY a team effort.
The reason Rock Around the Block was such a success is mainly due to the support of the City and our
sponsor, Providence Little Company of Mary Medical Center Torrance.
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Thanks for Rockin’ Around the Block with the Torrance Historical Society!

Moonlight Magic on Madrona Marsh
Under the full moon on October 23, the Friends of Madrona Marsh will
host a fund-raising celebration on the preserve. The magic begins at
6:00 p.m. in the urban wilds of the preserve, with sundown and rising
moon festivities that will include food, wine, music, entertainment, and
dancing. Opportunity drawings for baskets as well as live and silent
auctions of unusual items will be featured. The price for the charitable
event is $50 per person, with tickets available at Madrona Marsh Nature
Center and Wildbirds Unlimited. For more information, contact Friends
of Madrona March at (310) 326-2774, or visit their website at
www.friendsofmardronamarsh.com.

Torrance Historical Society & Museum
1345 Post Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501
310-328-5392
www.TorranceHistoricalSociety.org

The Torrance
Historian

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Torrance, CA
Permit No. 27

Return Services Requested

INSIDE






Supporters with Hearts of Gold
Making History Accessible
Rock Around the Block Photos
President’s Message
See What We’re Saluting

COMING SOON: THE ORIGINAL FALL TOUR

OF

HISTORIC HOMES

Mark your calendar! You won’t want to miss this year’s tour, where you’ll
be treated to an inside look at some of the most architecturally fascinating
homes and gardens in the Old Torrance neighborhood. Knowledgeable
docents will be on hand at each location to explain the details and historical
significance of these wonderful properties. The homes will be open on Saturday, October 9 and Sunday, October 10, from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Guide books and tickets ($18 per person) will be available at the Museum.
Torrance Historical Society & Museum Membership Form
Name _________________________ Address ____________________________________________________________
Home Phone (____) _____ - ______ Email ______________________________________________________________

 Adult – $20

 Family – $30

 Youth (<18) - $10

 Business/Organization – $50

 Senior (65+) - $15

 Individual Life Membership – $350

 Donation $ __________________________
Please mail this form with your check made out to “Torrance Historical Society” to:

Torrance Historical Society
1345 Post Avenue
Torrance, CA 90501

